Academic Writing Tips

                                   -by Ron and Beth

Excessive Footnotes

     Footnotes are used for two main reasons: to identify sources and to provide explanatory information.  Footnotes that amplify information in the text are called content footnotes, which should never be intrusive or superfluous or lengthy. Long content footnotes are distracting to readers, painful for typists, and expensive if you should get lucky enough to have your work published.

     Content footnotes should convey just one idea.  When footnotes are complicated, lengthy or superfluous, more than likely the writer has not drafted the text properly. If the information in a footnote is lengthy it should be woven into the text or it should be eliminated. 

     Learning to write well involves the critical skills of including relevant information while excluding irrelevant information.  Some students belabor a point by including far more detail than the readers need or want to know.  At times, the students recognize that some information does not fit into their text logically, yet instead of excluding information, they decide to stuff it illogically into a footnote.

     When some explanatory information is necessary, try to include the information in the text.  If there is a great amount of explanatory information, consider writing an additional section or even an additional chapter to the thesis.  

     Finally, if half of every page in the thesis is consumed by a footnote, just be brave and press that delete key.  Everyone involved in the process of getting the thesis done will be thankful.  
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