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     Writing in a second language is not an easy task, especially when an academic audience will evaluate the product (paper). A good paper does not happen the first time anyone sits down to compose. The paper only becomes a valuable product after the writer plans, organizes, drafts, revises and edits it. Therefore, the process of writing truly demands time, practice, and tools.  Tools that guide or instruct the writer in expressing his or her ideas overcome some of the hurdles in writing.  One such tool is a writing reference or, better yet, tips on how to “put it all together” creating a fine-tuned product  (paper).

     In response to this need for a writing tool, Ron Russell and Beth Summe, English as a Second Language (ESL) Instructors, have put together “Academic Writing Tips” covering common academic writing areas in organizing, paragraphing and creating sentence-level structures. The topics are broken down into writing and grammar themes that benefit the non-native writer of English. 

     Two writing tips will be sent out via email every week to all international students. Each tip addresses a specific topic that generally includes examples of usage. This layout allows a quick and easy reference to rules 

     A series of topics will be recycled throughout the quarters allowing students who have missed previous writing tips to obtain the whole series.  For students approaching the thesis paper, the writing tips allow a quick “brush up” before composing and a writing tool for revising and editing in the final stages of the thesis writing process. New tips can be added if the students request specific help.

     Take advantage of this tool by simply printing out the tips and placing them by the computer for easy reference.  Everyone, even native speakers can benefit from this type of tool. If you have any specific requests for a tip on writing, contact Beth or Ron.

Note:  All writing information is based on general standards for 

academic papers.  This information is not meant to override the curriculum departments’ procedures.  We suggest checking with your professors or department for any specific writing policies Thanks!

[image: image2.wmf]
� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








[image: image3.wmf]_1049714923

_1049715011

