Academic Writing Tips

            -by Ron and Beth

Linking Paragraphs 

     Linking multiple paragraphs helps the reader to recognize when a new paragraph is continuing the previous subtopic while also acting as a paragraph break.  If multiple paragraphs are not linked, the reader has to determine the relationship between paragraphs.  Using the following techniques when writing creates the connection for readers.

1. Use a pronoun that refers to a person, idea or thing just mentioned in the preceding

       paragraph.

      EX: In addition, these devices facilitated a more expeditious completion of

                    the mission…

            EX:  Since that was a necessary condition to the success of the mission,…

2. Repeat a key word used in the preceding paragraph.

       EX: Third, the Board agreed to offer Mr. Gray the presidency of 

             the organization.

                   When the offer was made, Mr. Gray did not immediately accept it

             due to a conflict of interest that ...

3. Repeat a phrase referring directly to the preceding idea.

            EX: The military operation left the small, impoverished country

                    without much hope of rebuilding its industry.

                          This small, impoverished nation, known as …

4. Use transitions that appropriately link the last sentence in a previous

 paragraph.  Many transitions serve to bridge paragraphs.

EX: Due to the results, we evaluated the data and implemented some necessary system

       updates to remove the errors.

             Nevertheless, the improvements failed to correct all the problems

       that …
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