Academic Writing Tip

                             -by Ron and Beth

Pronoun’s Antecedent

     A pronoun’s antecedent is one that refers back to a specific noun or noun phrase previously mentioned.  Reference to a noun by a pronoun is appropriately placed in the same sentence or the following sentence.  If there are other nouns or noun phrase separating a noun from its pronoun, the noun should be restated to prevent confusion. Some basic rules to follow are

· .  Avoid using a pronoun without an obvious antecedent.

:         EX:  

              After the demonstrators refused to leave, they surrounded them.

            Revised:

              After the demonstrators refused to leave, the police surrounded them.

                                                                  Or

              The police surrounded the demonstrators after they refused to leave.

· Do not use a pronoun antecedent to refer back to an object of a prepositional phrase or a possessive noun.

            EX: 

              In the analysis presented by the researcher, it points out that the experiment contains 

              numerous flaws.

            Revised:

              The researcher’s analysis points out numerous flaws in the experiment.

            EX:

              In John Kennedy’s biography, it offers various possibilities for his assassination.

            Revised:

               John Kennedy’s biography offers various possibilities for his assassination.

· Make a pronoun agree in number with its antecedent.  NOTE:  If the pronoun can be singular or plural, be consistent in usage.

EX:

   The voters admire his integrity and directness.  This secures his likelihood of winning

    the election. (this = admiration)

EX:

    The voters admire his integrity and directness.  These secure his likelihood of winning

     the election. (these = integrity and directness)

EX:

    The orchestra warmed up for their concert

                                Or 

    The orchestra warmed up for its concert
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