Academic Writing Tips

                       -by Ron and Beth

Adverb Suppression

     Generally, most international students can use adverbs of frequency quite clearly.  These adverbs of frequency include some of the following: sometimes, often, never, seldom, rarely, occasionally, always, etc. Some International students, however, rarely use adverbs of manner in their writing.

     Adverbs of manner describe how an action is performed.  The placement of the adverb of manner varies; however, the following two rules are good directives to follow.

1. Position the adverb in front of the verb or behind the object of the verb.

         EX:

              The governor reluctantly signed the bill that would allow fewer restrictions on gun

               owners.

     2.  Don’t put the adverb in front of the verb if the object phrase is short.

         EX:

               The Minister of Education responded to the crisis rapidly.

                                                   Or 

                Most of the representatives signed the Partnership for Peace 

                           Accord enthusiastically.
     Instead of using these adverbs of manner, students often create unnecessary wordy prepositional phrases. 

      Here are some examples with revisions:

         EX:
              The dentist performed the procedure in a thorough manner.

         Revised:

              The dentist performed the procedure thoroughly.

         EX:

              Parents who believe in home-schooling often teach their kids in an inadequate way.

         Revised:

              Parents who believe in home-schooling often teach their kids inadequately.

      Few international students can master prepositional usage (because it is so illogical at times), so anything that can eliminate preposition problems is good advice to follow.  Ron has edited many NPS theses that did not have even one adverb of manner in them.  Adverbs of manner are a writer’s friend.  Students should treat them a little more respectfully (and not with a little more respect.)
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