Academic Writing Tips

                       -by Ron and Beth

The Apostrophe

     Here are a few brief tips on using the apostrophe.  These following rules are the ones that commonly cause errors in theses.

· To make a noun possessive use an apostrophe with an “s”         

      EX:

                  Ron’s car is parked illegally.

· To make a noun ending in “s” possessive, use the apostrophe.

                   EX:    

                       Jesus’ mother was Mary.

· To show joint possession (two or more people or groups), use an apostrophe and the s’ or ‘s:

         EX:                     

             Bob and Ted’s apartment is small.

             Bob and Charles’ apartment is small.

· To pluralize numbers or letters of the alphabet or abbreviations, use the apostrophe with an “s”.  Some newspapers and magazines (following the recommendations of The Modern Language Association [MLA]) drop the apostrophe in these cases.   Decide on a format for the apostrophe and be consistent in its use.

         EX:           

             Write clearly!  Your 3’s look like 8’s. 
                    You typed three p’s in the word pepper. 
                    He owns three VCR’s.





or



            Write clearly! Your 3s look like 8s.
                   You typed three ps in the word pepper.

                   He owns three VCRs.

· To make a abbreviation or acronym possessive use to of the form or if appropriate, the by the form instead of ‘s

  EX:


The tax forms of the IRS are complicated and time-consuming.


The investigative paper issued by the FBI contained discrepancies.

· To use the possessive pronoun its no apostrophe is used in the possessive pronoun. Don’t confuse the contracted form of it is with the possessive form.                                

         EX:

             Each nation has its own constitution.
             It’s (it is) really hot today. 
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