Academic Writing Tips

                        -by Ron and Beth

Gender Bias in Pronouns

       Have you heard the term, "gender equity?" This expression arose from the movement to eliminate sexual inequality in behavior and in speech.   Today, in all facets of daily life, a person should not display gender bias in speaking or writing.  Pronouns of gender are he, she, his, her and him.  Consider this biased example followed by methods of revising the sentence.

       EX:

             When a politician campaigns for office, he must spend considerable money to compete with his

             opponents.

     Try revising such sentences about people and roles by using one of the following methods:

1. Use a plural instead of a singular noun: they and their.
EX:  When politicians campaign for office, they must spend considerable funds to compete with their opponents.

2. Rewrite the sentence removing pronoun usage.

EX:  A politician who campaigns for an office must spend considerable funds to compete

       with opponents.

3. Use both singular pronouns: he and she.

EX:  When a politician campaigns for office, he or she must spend considerable funds to compete with his or her opponents. 

     This last example can be clumsy especially if there are many sentences with this type of usage.  Use this option only when the sentence is somewhat short without repeating pronouns.  (Incidentally, do not use slash marks (/) , such as s/he or he/she in academic writing.  Slash marks can create confusion for the readers and they are a rather lazy method of constructing a thought.)

Indefinite Pronouns

     For the indefinite pronouns, such as one, each, either, neither, everyone, everybody, someone, somebody, anyone, anybody, and no one, the corresponding pronoun is singular not plural.  The singular pronouns, his and her can be replaced by using a plural subject.

       EX:  Everyone voting in the election was asked to make his or her choice via a ballot.

       Revised:  Voters in an election were asked to make their choice via a ballot.

This revised sentence also removes the vague reference of “everyone.”
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