Academic Writing Tips

                        -by Ron and Beth

Italics or Underlining

     Writers emphasize certain words and phrases by printing them in a slanted font called italics or by underlining the word or phrase.  Italics and underlining are interchangeable.  With today’s different fonts, underlining a word is more evident to the reader.  Here are some rules for using italics or underlining.

1. Use italics or underlining for the names of book titles, newspapers and magazines, and the names of movies, plays, television shows, radio programs, software, musical compositions, and works of art.

     EX: 

         Microsoft 2000 or Microsoft 2000 is the favorite processing software.         
2. Consider using italics to highlight the names of commercial products, if the highlighting aids reading or eliminates confusion.

EX:

         Henry Ford introduced his first Thunderbird about the same time as 

         Chevrolet introduced the Corvette.

.

3. Use italics for words and phrases used as examples or for words in other languages. 

EX:

         Did you know that the word napkin means diaper in England?

         Shukran means “thanks” in Arabic

4. Use italics or underlining for the names of spacecraft, aircraft, ships and trains.

EX:

    The Titanic or The Titanic was thought to be unsinkable.

5. Do not use italics or underlining for the titles of legal documents, like the Constitution, or the Bible or the books of the Bible.  

6. Do not italicize or underline the title of your own papers or thesis.

7. Do not use italics or underlining to highlight quotations or footnotes or notes under figures or tables.  Using italics excessively is distracting and difficult to read.

8. Do not use italics for Latin abbreviations, such as e.g., et al., etc., i.e., or vs.   Note: The usage of italics is generally reserved for formal references.

9. Do not use italics or underlining for the titles of articles, essays or short published works
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