Academic Writing Tips

                     -by Ron and Beth

Unnecessary Repetition

     Good writers use repetition for emphasis, clarity and parallelism; however, when repetition is used without reason, it is awkward and wordy.  Notice the repetition in the following sentence

         EX:

            The last chapter of the novel revealed what finally happened at last to

            all the characters mentioned in the novel.  

         Revised:

             The novel’s final chapter revealed what happened to all the characters.

     In addition, repeating words with more than one meaning leads to confusion.  Look at these examples:

         EX:

             In case there has been an error by the lower court in a trial, the case 

             goes to a superior court, in that case, for a retrial by the higher court.

         Revised:

             If the lower court errors in a trial, the case moves up to the superior court

             for a retrial.

         EX:

           The fire inspector fired two firefighters after inspecting their records.  

     In this last example, fire inspector and firefighters may be necessary for understanding, but both verbs should be changed to appropriate synonyms. Checking for repetition should be done at the editing stage of the writing process.
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