Academic Writing Tips

                  -by Ron and Beth
Gerunds Replacing Nouns

     Since English is a verbal language, readers comprehend and retain more information when writers use strong active verbs. Unfortunately, technical writers and many international students rely too heavily on noun structures. A writer can often use a gerund instead of a noun and a preposition that follows it.  Gerunds are –ing verbs used as nouns and are one of the most basic and natural elements of English.  For example, “Smoking is unhealthy.”  

     Using gerunds eliminates noun-preposition combinations making any prose read more smoothly and naturally.   Notice the examples with revisions:

         EX:

             The analysis of these military issues is important.

         Revised:

             Analyzing these military issues is important.

         EX:

              The complete annihilation of this threat is likely impossible.

         Revised: 

             Completely annihilating this threat is likely impossible.

         EX:

             The development of the country is of utmost concern.

          Revised:

               Developing the country is of utmost concern.

        EX: 

             As a reaction to the Chancellor’s statement, the people demonstrated.

         Revised:

             Reacting to the Chancellor’s statement, the people demonstrated (the

               preposition is needed here)

     Look for any overuse of the noun structure and use the gerund form.
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