Academic Writing Tips

                      -by Ron and Beth

Writing Process: Revising and Editing

     Professional writers often say that, “hard writing is easy reading.”  In other words writing well is not easy.  Revising requires a great deal of time, so writers must develop the skills to find mistakes and to correct them.  

     The most common mistake that poor writers make is that they do not revise or edit their work.  Revising means that writers take the time to read their own work in order to improve and clarify their ideas.  Editing entails fine-tuning the paper by checking grammar, vocabulary and the mechanics. Revising is more time-consuming since it requires the student to think critically, while analyzing the quality of work objectively.

     To write well, writers must think like readers. They must ask themselves, “How can I make this clearer, more concise, and more interesting?”

     Writing instructors try to foster this critical thinking by reminding students that a composition is a “process.”  They mean that writing may begin with a quickly written draft full of mistakes, but this first draft must be followed with multiple drafts of revising and editing.

     If these two steps of the writing process are addressed in additional drafts of the thesis, a student will produce a more professional, well-developed paper for all readers.  This allows a professor to focus on the content while an editor corrects the grammatical, syntactical and mechanical mistakes, such as formatting and punctuation. 

    Suggestion:  Find a good writing reference book containing the steps of the writing process: planning, organizing, revising, editing and finalizing.
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